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IMBY (In My Back Yard) –The Ontario Hummingbird Project 
- from The Esquesing, newsletter of the Halton North Peel Naturalist Club & reprinted in Ontario Nature Network News - 
April 15, 2009 
 
Despite the high frequency with which we see Hummingbirds during the summer, relatively little is 
know about the species in Ontario. In fact, a number of beliefs and ‘facts’ often repeated by well-known 
biologists in our area are turning out to be incorrect. Attempts to obtain simple bits of information about 
the biology and behavior of the species have determined there are huge gaps in our knowledge about the 
species. To correct this, the Ontario Hummingbird Project was launched in 2005. 
You can obtain more information from the project website at www.ontariohummingbirds.ca  
 

The goals of The Ontario Hummingbird Project include:  
• Identifying migration routes and peak migration dates  
• Documenting spring arrival and fall departure dates  
• Defining the northern limits of the breeding range  
• Locating concentration points  
• Collecting information on nesting locations, population estimates, reproduction rates and birds 

returning to the same locality each year   
 

You are encouraged to participate in the Ontario Hummingbird Project by: 
• Becoming a member of the Ontario Hummingbird Project  
• Keeping track of the first date that you see hummingbirds at you feeders in the spring (April - 

May)  
• Keeping track of the last date that you see hummingbirds at your feeders in the fall (September - 

October)  
• Counting the highest numbers of hummingbirds seen at one time at your feeder each day during 

migration and the time of day  
• Reporting nesting activity and numbers of hummingbirds visiting your feeders during the 

breeding season (June - August)  
 

Information collected can be submitted to hummingbirds@bmts.com, As well as knowing that 
membership fees ($20/year) go towards a worthwhile project, the benefits to members include three 
newsletters per year and a chance to participate in special events. 
 
  

Spotted Salamander. 
Stony Lake, April 9 
2009.  Photo by 
Michael Butler. 
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 With the many reports of new bird arrivals I have had to omit some of the reports that I have received and confine the 

contents of the diary to first sightings and other significant reports. 
  

Mar 22 Maureen Smith's husband, Scott, sighted two Sandhill Cranes in a field on the south side of Cty Rd 6 approximately 
1km east of Cty Rd 40. Ken Rumble reports that the Merlin is again very vocal in Little Lake Cemetery, and he found 
a Mudpuppy by the boat ramp to the lake. Also in Little Lake Jerry Ball Saw an immature Mute Swan. 

Mar 23 An Eastern Meadowlark was seen by Everett Hanna, hovering over a pasture near the junction of Fife's Bay rd and 
Cty Rd 1 (Old Hwy 7). Jerry Ball saw a Horned Lark on Drummond Line and a Coyote on Jermyn Line. 

Mar 25 An adult Bald Eagle was seen by Mike Butler at the bottom of Dunford's Rd northeast of Burleigh Falls. He also had 
a Red-shouldered Hawk circling over Hwy 28 close by, with a rodent in its talons. On Six Foot Bay Rd Toni Sinclair 
saw two male Eastern Bluebirds. 

Mar 26 Again at the bottom of Dunsford's Rd, Mike butler saw a sub-adult Bald Eagle and a significant number of waterfowl 
- 15 Canada Geese, 8 Mallards, 2 American Black Ducks, 3 American Wigeons, 200+ Common Mergansers, ~50 
Hooded Mergansers, 4 Common Goldeneye, 2 Buffleheads and 35 Ring-necked Ducks. Randy Smith saw a 
Northern Flicker at Aylmer St and Sherbrook St in downtown Peterborough.  Toni Sinclair added a female Eastern 
Blue bird to her sightings on Six Foot Bay Rd. She also had a River Otter hanging around her home on Buckhorn 
Lake as did 'her' returning Great Blue Heron, and 100+ Ring-necked Ducks, i American Wigeon and several 
Hooded Mergansers. 

Mar 28 Don Sutherland found  a female Pine Siskin building her nest in a young White Spruce., and, near the entrance kiosk, 
a pair of Common Ravens was seen at their nest in a White Pine. Also heard/seen was a displaying male Northern 
Goshawk, a pair of Merlins, and about a dozen Brown Creepers. He also saw a Mourning Cloak butterfly and a 
Comma sp. Scott McKinlay was visited by a mixed flock of about 10 Bohemian Waxwings and 15 Cedar 
Waxwings at his house in Cavan. They were feeding on Silver Maple buds. Simon Dodsworth Rob Craig & Colin 
Jones heard Spring Peepers and Wood Frogs calling from the wetland on University Rd. There was also a Great 
Horned Owl atop a dead tree in the marsh. Tony Bigg reports a Leopard Frog hopping along a road in Lakefield. He 
also had  4 Eastern Meadowlarks in the morning between Lakefiled and Peterborough, and in the evening 9 
American Woodcocks in the areas around Trent University. A couple of Chorus Frogs were calling from wetland 
near Carrie Sadowski's home on Smith 7th Line. A Wood Duck was on the marsh behind Robin McKinlay's home on 
Yankee Line. 

Mar 29 Mike Butler reports that the warm temperature (+5C) and rain triggered some salamander migration across the Mt 
Julian Viamede Rd. He counted 28 Blue-spotted Salamanders and 5 Spotted Salamanders. 

Mar 30 A Beaver was watched by Tony Bigg as it walked across the ice beside Lakefield Marsh. 

Mar 31 Anne Anthony and Jerry Ball found a Greater Yellowlegs in a run-off pond at the corner of Nicholson Rd and South 
Monaghan 2nd Line. Cathy Darevic and Simon Dodsworth saw the first Osprey of the year behind the MNR building 
in downtown Peterborough. 

Apr 01 The first Tree Swallows of the year were seen/heard by Don Sutherland flying over the Avenues area of downtown 
Peterborough. An Eastern Phoebe showed up at Carrie Sadowski's house on Smith 7th Line. The first Blue-winged 
Teal of the year turned up in the ponds off Johnson Drive south of the city, and were seen by Jerry Ball. Luke Berg 
saw several Rusty Blackbirds at the Trent Wildlife Sanctuary.  

Apr 02 Two Pied-billed Grebes were seen on Little Lake by King Baker. Carrie Sadowski has a singing Eastern Bluebird 
in her neighbourhood on Smith 7th Line. Myles Falconer had three male Rusty Blackbirds singing across the road 
from his home on Young 's Point Rd. 

        The  ORCHID DIARY  for   21 Mar 2009 – 24 Apr 2009 
                  Compiled by Tony Bigg, 652-7541, tanddbigg@sympatico.ca 
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Apr 03 A Double-crested Cormorant was seen by Tony Bigg in Little Lake and about 20 Tree Swallows were flying over 
the water. From her home on Smith 7th Line, Barabara MacDonald saw three Sandhill Cranes and a Northern 
Harrier back at Millers Creek CA. She also had a couple of Bohemian Waxwings near her house. In the wet warm 
evening Stephen and Tony Bigg drove the Viamede St Julian Rd looking for salamanders. We met Michael Butler on 
the road and he was collecting and measuring them. In two hours he collected 45 Spotted and 62 Blue-spotted 
Salamanders. All the salamanders were moving towards a vernal pond on the north side of the road. 

Apr 04 A Fox Sparrow made a brief appearance in Drew Monkman's yard on Maple Crescent. 

Apr 05 Another Fox Sparrow spent all day feeding on the sunflower seeds below Randy Smiths feeder on Hillview Dr. A 
Common Loon was seen on Buckhorn Lake by Toni Sinclair. Myles Falconer, Rachel Bryan and Ben Walters saw 
huge numbers of waterfowl from the Serpent Mounds PP - Several 1000's Lesser Scaup, several 100's Greater 
Scaup, 300+ American Wigeon, 1000+ Ring-necked Ducks, ~200 Common Goldeneye, 50+ Redhead, 100+ 
Common Mergansers, ~100 Bufflehead, ~50 Canvasback, <10 Mallard, <10 American Black Ducks, <10 
Northern Pintails, 3 Northern Shovelers, and 3 American Coots. Also in the park was a Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker, many Brown Creepers, and several Golden-crowned Kinglets. Double-crested Cormorants were by 
their nest near the park's south beach.. Just outside the park they had a late Northern Shrike and a very vocal Red-
bellied Woodpecker, Brown-headed Cowbirds were seen by George Maynard in Stewart Hall. A Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker was found on Clifford Line by Jerry Ball. Stephen Bigg photographed a Sandhill Crane flying over the 
east end of Smith 7th Line. 

Apr 07 After the overnight snowfall Mike Butler's feeder near Mt Julian became very active with 20+ Purple Finches, 30+ 
American Tree Sparrows, 4 Fox Sparrows, and other finches. 

Apr 08 The Common Moorhen that inhabits the marsh behind Robin McKinlays house on Yankee Line returned at a record 
early date today. A Hoary Redpoll (C.h. exlipes) visted Mike Butler's feeder. Ben Walters had three Greater 
Yellowlegs on Cty Rd 2 south of Bensfort in a very large flooded field. 

Apr 09 A Barn Swallow was among a large flock of Tree Swallows seen by Tony Bigg over the Otonabee south of 
Lakefield. 

Apr 10 A Bank Swallow was seen by Tony Bigg flying with a few Tree Swallows over the Lakefield sewage lagoons. There 
were about 150 ducks of the more common variety in the lagoons. A Red Fox was seen by Jerry Ball in the ditch by 
Cty Rd 18 just as it enters Bridgenorth. 

Apr 11 Mourning Cloak and Compton Tortoiseshell butterflies were seen in the Petroglyphs PP by Don Sutherland.  

Apr 12 A Yellow-rumped Warbler turned up at Maureen Smith's house in Warsaw. The PFN morning bird trip found a 
small Great Blue Heronry has been started in the trees in the wetland on University Rd on the east side.  

Apr 13 Another Owl Survey by Michael Butler near Chandos Lake found three Barred Owls and one Great Horned Owl. 
Apr 14 At Trent University Nature Area by the Canal Luke Berg saw 2 Caspian Terns. 
Apr 16 Myles Falconer had a Savannah Sparrow singing in the field behind his house on Young's Point Rd. On a Breeding 

Owl Survey between Lasswade and Coe Hill Anne Anthony and Tony Bigg found five Barred Owls and heard an 
American Bittern calling just south of Lasswade. 

Apr 17 Tony Bigg and Jerry Ball checked out the Sandy Lake area for butterflies and saw 27 Mourning Cloaks, 3 Compton 
Tortoiseshells, 2 Eastern Commas, and 1 Eastern Pine Elfin. They also had a Hermit Thrush, a Mink, and a very 
large Snapping Turtle on Sandy Lake Rd. on the way home they saw Fisher cross in front of them on Hubble Rd. On 
North Shore Rd south of Blue Mountain Tony photographed a Bee Fly (Bombyllius major) feeding at a Coltsfoot.  
Don Sutherland also saw a Hermit Thrush by the rail trail north of Trent University. Mike Barker saw a pair of 
Sandhill Cranes in the marsh at Ackison Rd and the Jackson Creek rail trail. 

Apr 18 Michael Butler found an Eastern Newt and more salamanders on the Viamede Mt Julian Rd. A couple of Swamp 
Sparrows were heard singing in the Lakefield Marsh, by Colin Jones. 

Apr 19 The PFN Sunday walk watched a beautiful male Pine Warbler singing in the wood along South Beach Rd in Young's 
Point. John Bottomley reports that he has two first-winter White-throated Sparrows at his feeder on Charlotte St in 
Peterborough. They have been there since early December. Drew Monkman saw his first Chipping Sparrow of the 
year this morning at his feeder on Maple Crescent in Peterborough.  

Apr 20 Myles Falconer had a small flock of Bohemian Waxwings just north of Trent University. 



- Page 13 - 

The Orchid, Volume 55, Number 4, May 2009   

Apr 21 About a dozen American Tree Sparrows are still hanging out around Myles Falconer's feeders on the Young's Point 
Rd. 

Apr 22 Michael Butler reports five Purple Finches at his feeder in Mt Julian. These birds are showing up regularly around 
the area. 

Apr 24 Jerry Ball and Tony Bigg found four new butterflies on Sandy Lake Rd - Henry's Elfin, Hoary Elfin, Brown Elfin, 
and Spring Azure. A Northern Watersnake was seen on the road. They also had a Ruby-crowned Kinglet in with a 
small flock of Golden-crowned Kinglets on Devil's 4 Mile Rd. At the junction of Cty Rd 6 and Little Lane near 
Gilchrist Bay they found a very obvious occupied Pileated Woodpecker's nesthole in a utility pole. 

Bee Fly (Bombylius major). Off County Road 46, April 
17, 2009.  Photo by Tony Bigg. 
 

Immature Mute Swan. Little Lake, April 3, 2009. Photo by Tony 
Bigg. 
 

Henry’s Elfin. Sandy Lake Road, April 24, 2009. Photo by 
Tony Bigg. 
 

Hoary Elfin. Sandy Lake Road. April 24, 2009. Photo by Tony 
Bigg. 



membership 
application form

CONTACT

Name (s):
Home Tel:
Work Tel:

Address: Email(s):

MEMBERSHIP TYPE & FEE SCHEDULE
Please make cheques payable to Peterborough Field Naturalists
1. Single (one adult or one child*) $25
	 *Membership with the PFN automatically includes membership in the Junior Naturalists

2. Family (couple or family with children) $30
	 Please give the names and ages of the children you wish to be enrolled in the PFN Junior Naturalists

Name Age Name Age

MAIN INTERESTS
Birdsɶɶ Butterflies/insectsɶɶ Botany (Wildflowers/trees/shrubs)ɶɶ

Astronomyɶɶ Aquatic Lifeɶɶ Geologyɶɶ Field Tripsɶɶ

Hikingɶɶ Conservationɶɶ Other (specify)ɶɶ

I (name ____________________________________) am knowledgeable in the following 
areas ______________________________________  and would be prepared to 

lead an outdoor sessionɶɶ give a presentationɶɶ prepare an article for The Orchidɶɶ

I am interested in the following:

Joining the PFN Executiveɶɶ Sitting on research or ɶɶ
conservation committees

Working on field projectsɶɶ

Helping with refreshments at meetingsɶɶ Please have a member of the executive call meɶɶ

AGE GROUP
This information helps us to understand the needs of our members. If a family membership, please check for each adult

Under 20ɶɶ 20-29ɶɶ 30-39ɶɶ 40-49ɶɶ 50-59ɶɶ 60-69ɶɶ 70-79ɶɶ 80< overɶɶ

DONATIONS
Membership fees cover the general operating costs of he club while other sources of revenue are needed to fund special projects such as ecological restora-
tion. You can assist the club by making a donation to help further our work in such areas. The PFN is a registered charity and issues receipts for income tax 
purposes. All donations are gratefully received and any member of the executive will be happy to speak to you concerning the use of such funds.

LIABILITY WAIVER
In consideration of the Peterborough Field Naturalists (PFN) accepting this application, I hereby for myself, my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns 
forever release and discharge the PFN, their officers, directors, servants and agents from any liability whatsoever arising from my participation in PFN activities, 
whether by reason of negligence of the PFN or its representatives, or otherwise. I affirm that I am in good health, capable of performing the exercise required 
for field trips or other activities in which I participate, and accept as my personal risk the hazards of such participation. As a member of the PFN and/or as a 
parent/guardian of a member under 18 years of age, I have read and understood the above, and accept its term on behalf of all of my underage children.

Signature: ______________________________________________

Memberships may be obtained by 
mailing completed form and cheque to

Peterborough Field Naturalists
PO Box 1532, Peterborough, ON  K9J 7H7 


