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T-Shirt contest: The Kawartha Turtle Trauma Centre (KTTC) is having a t-shirt contest.  Judging 
for the t-shirt contest will be based on originality (uniqueness of design), creativity, and best 
interpretation of the KTTC theme.  Submissions for the contest will be accepted from February 1, 
2009 to Friday, March 27, 2009.  The person who submits the winning design will receive a free t-
shirt featuring their design, a copy of The Great Big Book of Snakes and Reptiles (donated by Chapters), 
tickets to the Canadian Canoe Museum, and media publicity.  The design will be posted on the 
KTTC website.      

How to enter: Create a t-shirt design that will represent the KTTC.  Entries should be submitted 
on 8 1/2 x 11 white paper, and no more than 2 colors should be used. A black and white sketch 
also must be submitted with the entry.  The name, address and phone number of the artist must 
be written on the back of each entry.  Entries must be received by 11:59p.m., March 27, 2009.  
Designs can also be submitted by email to info@kawarthaturtle.org. There is a limit of one entry 
per person.  By submitting a design, entrants agree to have their submissions appear on the KTTC 
website and the t-shirts to be produced.  By accepting the prize, winners grant the KTTC 
permission and for the use of his/her name, likeness and biographical information and contest 
submission for advertising and promotional purposes without notice or additional compensation.  
All entries become the property of the KTTC and will not be returned. The KTTC t-shirt contest is 
open to all Ontario residents.   

Designs must be original artwork. 

Please submit designs to: T-shirt Contest, Kawartha Turtle Trauma Centre c/o Riverview Park 
and Zoo, PO Box 4125, Peterborough ON, K9J 6Z5 or info@kawarthaturtle.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kawartha Turtle Trauma 
Centre 

T-shirt Contest 

Information about the Kawartha Turtle Trauma Centre:  The KTTC in 
Peterborough, Ontario, provides veterinary and rehabilitative care to injured native 
turtles to eventually release them back into their natural habitat. The organization 
also provides assistance to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Recovery Teams for 
Ontario’s species at risk.  We provide educational programs and displays to promote 
turtle conservation and stewardship.  Because the KTTC is entirely run by volunteers 
and largely funded by private donations, your interest and financial support will 
greatly help turtles in Ontario. For more information please visit our website at 
www.kawarthaturtle.org. 
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 The winter has been notable for finches, especially White-winged Crossbills and Pine Siskins. A small invasion of 
northern owls has been seen with Snowy Owls, Great Gray Owls and a Northern Hawk Owl found in the county. 
There was also a notable increase in winter sightings of Red-bellied Woodpeckers. 

  

Nov 26 A single Bald Eagle was seen by Randy Smith, flying over Cty Rd 23 just north of Lakefield, He also saw several 
flocks of Snow Buntings between Keen and Peterborough, and a Northern Shrike in Donwood. A female or 
immature Snowy Owl was seen on Base Line, east of Bensfort Road by Ed Czerwinski. 

Nov 28 Ben Walters found a couple of American Kestrels, one sitting on a power line in Assumption, and the other just 
south of Bensfort Bridge on Cty Rd 2. He also saw about 25 Bohemian Waxwings in a hemlock tree at Hwy 7and 
Television Rd. Tony Bigg and Jerry Ball found a Rough-legged Hawk on Base Line, and Northern Harrier and 
Northern Shrike at the east end of Moncrief Rd where it meets Airport Rd. Sue Hill has a Song Sparrow coming to 
her feeder on Merino Drive, along with three White-throated Sparrows. 

Nov 30 Myles Falconer had a sickly looking male Brown-headed Cowbird at his feeder on Young's Point Rd, and he also 
and a small flock of Bohemian Waxwings flying over his house. While walking the dogs in Petroglyphs PP, Don 
Sutherland observed several small flocks of White-winged Crossbills (totally ~50 birds), a few Pine Siskins, and 3 
Red Crossbills near the park entrance kiosk. Reasonable numbers of Red-breasted Nuthatches and Golden-
crowned Kinglets and a few Brown Creepers were also heard/observed. He also saw a Sharp-shinned Hawk on 
Lansdowne St. near Erskine Ave and a Cooper’s Hawk near the intersection of Chemong Rd. and Wolsely St.  

Dec 02 A flock of about 30 White-winged Crossbills alighted on a Spruce in Tony Bigg's front yard in Lakefield. They only 
stayed for about half a minute before taking off to the west. A Ruby-crowned Kinglet was found by Maureen Smith 
in a mixed flock coming to her feeder in Warsaw. 

Dec 03 The Eastern Towhee is still coming to Joe Nocera’s feeder in Millbrook, and a Ruby-crowned Kinglet has been in 
Maureen Smith’s yard in Warsaw yesterday and today. 

Dec 05 A Great Blue Heron was seen by Anne Anthony on Young's Point Rd where Miller Creek empties into 
Katchewanooka Lake.  Tony Bigg found a Hoary Redpoll in a small flock with one Pine Siskin and ten American 
Goldfinches. On Little Lake Randy Smith found a Hooded Merganser and a Common Merganser. 

Dec 06 A male Evening Grosbeak visited Michael Butlers feeder in Mt. Julian, together with American Goldfinches, Dark-
eyed Juncos, Blue Jays, and American Tree Sparrows. He also reported good numbers of Common Mergansers 
along the north shore of Stony Lake, and active White-winged Crossbills throughout his area 

Dec 09 A Great Blue Heron was found on the side of Cty Rd 2 between Hastings and Keene, by Randy Smith. 
Dec 10 Anne Anthony and Tony Bigg pished in a Common Redpoll at the Marshland Centre in Lakefield .Two large flocks 

totalling about 400 Pine Siskins were also there. At the very south end of the Old Young's Point Road, Anne found a 
flock of about 40 Cedar Waxwings with at least 4 Bohemian Waxwingss mixed in. Two Bald Eagles were perched 
further up the Old Young's Point Rd on the island just south of where Miller Creek empties into Lake Katchewanooka. 

Dec 11 Mike Butler saw two flocks of Snow Buntings, totalling about 150 birds in the fields of Caza's Berry Farm south of 
Buckhorn, along Berrie Rd. He also reorted an adult and a sub-adult Bald Eagle along Mt. Julian-Viamede Rd north 
of Burleigh Falls. Up to six Eveening Grosbeaks continue to viist his feeder in the same area. Richard & Sandra 
Burri found a Varied Thrush coming to their feeder at the east end of Kawartha Park Rd south of Burleigh Falls. 

Dec 12 Ken Rumble had 20 White-winged Crossbills at his house in Cavan. Tony Bigg had a close-up view of a River 
Otter eating a fish on the ice behind the arena in Lakefield. 

Dec 13 David Beaucage-Johnson reported a Carolina Wren coming to his feeder at his home in Curve Lake. 
Dec 14 The Peterborough Christmas Bird Count revealed a total of 51 species in the count circle and 10550 individual birds. 

The highlights were a Short-eared Owl (new for the count), 2 Bald Eagles (equals high), 5 Cooper's Hawks (new 
high), 2 Merlins (equals high), 886 Mourning Doves (new high), 3 Belted Kingfishers (equals high), 535 American 
Crows (new high), 66 Red-breasted Nuthatches (new high), 1 Hermit Thrush (equals high), and 379 White-
winged Crossbills (new high). 

Dec 15 Bill Rogers sighted a poor unhappy looking Great Blue Heron beside Cty Rd 36 near Burleigh Falls. 

        The  ORCHID DIARY  for   26 Nov 2008 – 20 Feb 2009 
                  Compiled by Tony Bigg, 652-7541, tanddbigg@sympatico.ca 
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Dec 16 Brad Baker observed a Northern Shrike, today, devouring a mole in his backyard on Firwood Crescent. A Bald 
Eagle was seen Ross Jamieson flying south above the Otonabee River near Collison Beach at the bottom of Riverview 
Heights. Likely the same adult Bald Eagle was reported by Andy Bowes below Lock 19.  

Dec 17 A rare northern sightiing of a Red-bellied Woodpecker was made by Mike Butler at his feeder in Mt. Julian. Enid 
Mallory had a Northern Shrike near her feeder at Lily Lake. Two adult and one juvenile swans, eventually identified 
as Trumpeter Swans, were reported separatley by Ken Rumble and Travis Cameron.  

Dec 18 Scott McKinlay saw at least three adult Great Black-backed Gulls and an adult Glaucous Gull with all the Herring 
Gulls on Little Lake. Ed Poropat found a Northern Hawk Owl at Flynn's Corners north of Buckhorn 

Dec 20 The Northern Hawk Owl at Flynn's Corners was refound by Don Sutherland 
Dec 21 Glen Allen came across a Pileated Woodpecker that was feeding on insects located in a telephone pole beside 

Johnston Rd in Peterborough.  
Dec 22 Joe Nocera and Trina Fitzgerald still have the Eastern Towhee at their feeder in Millbrook.It has now been joined by 

a White-throated Sparrow. Two Red Crossbills were found in the Petroglyphs PP by Don Sutherland. He also saw 
an adult Bald Eagle by Hwy 28 just north of Coon Lake Rd. north of Burleigh Falls. 

Dec 23 A male Yellow-headed Blackbird, with two Red-winged Blackbirds, showed up at the feeder of Bob Pettifer on 
Holden Rd just off Cty Rd 18 near Bridgenorth. Ken Rumble had a Bald Eagle flying over the Lansdowne St. Bridge 
in the early afternoon. 

Dec 24 On Cty Rd 6, east of Hall's Glen, Jerry Ball found a flock of 300 Bohemian Waxwings, and a smaller flock of 
Evening Grosbeaks. 

Dec 25 Two fat and healthy looking American Robins spent Christmas day in Randy Smith's garden, eating berries. 
Dec 26 A dead Great Gray Owl was found on Cty Rd 6 4 to 5 kms east of Hwy 28, north of Lakefield, by the brother of 

Robin McRobbie. Ross Jamieson had an opportunity to watch a Cooper's Hawk devour a pigeon in his backyard on 
Riverview Heights.  

Dec 28 David, Andrew & Tony Bigg watched the Northern Hawk Owl, at Flynn's Corners, demonstrate its incredible sense 
of hearing by picking out the sound of a vole, 50m away, in a howling gale, and flying in to pick it out from below the 
snow cover. 

Dec 29 Anne Anthony & Tony Bigg watched a Meadow Vole running around on the road near the traffic lights in Buckhorn. 
A Great Horned Owl was seen by Irene Rudd along the gravel path running from the St. Joseph at Fleming parking 
lot at Brealey and Forster Avenue towards the main Fleming campus. It was perched in a White Pine.  

Dec 30 The Yellow-headed Blackbird was seen by Don Sutherland sitting high in a Manitoba Maple by the house on Holden 
Rd. Michael Butler saw the Northern Hawk Owl at Flynn's Corners, a Belted Kingfisher at Youngs Point, a Red-
bellied Woodpecker at his feeder near Mt. Julian, and six Pine Grosbeaks gleaning grit from the road nearby. 

Dec 31 Anne Anthony and Tony Bigg saw the Yellow-headed Blackbird near on Cty Rd 18. Bryan Wyatt reports that a 
Brown Thrasher was visiting his feeder near Gannons Narrows. It was first seen on December 27. He also had a 
dozen White-winged Crossbills and about fifty Pine Siskins on his property. Michel Butler added a Common 
Redpoll, a Pine Siskin, and fifteen Evening Grosbeaks to the birds around his feeders. 

Jan 01 A Cougar was seen by Faye Sarah Ginies by the Independent grocer at Television Road and Hwy 7. This is where an 
animal was seen in mid-December. The Yellow-headed Blackbird re-appeared on the farm of Bill Swales at the west 
end of the 6th Line of Smith 

Jan 04 The Petroglyphs Christmas Bird Count  found 38 species of birds and 3932 individual birds. The highlights were Red-
bellied Woodpecker (new for the count), 2 Northern Goshawks (equals high), 51 Wild Turkeys (new high), 89 
Rock Pigeons (new high), 93 Mourning Doves (new high), 1 Great Gray Owl (equals high), and Belted Kingfisher 
(equals high). Other birds of interest were 3 Barred Owls, 2 Black-backed Woodpeckers, 3 Gray Jays, 11 
Bohemian Waxwings, 43 Pine Grosbeaks, 12 Purple Finches, 3 Red Crossbills, 80 White-winged Crossbills, 206 
Common Redpolls, 75 Pine Siskins, 189 American Goldfinches, and 2 Evening Grosbeaks. 

Jan 06 A Red Crossbill was seen by Jerry Ball on Jack Lake Rd south of Apsley 
Jan 08 A flock of about 250 Bohemian Waxwings was seen by Michael Butler at the north end of Holden Rd north of 

Bridgenorth. 
Jan 09 Six White-winged Crossbills and several Pine Siskins were seen by Randy Smith on Gifford Drive near 

Bridgenorth. Jerry Ball saw a Barred Owl in the Petroglyphs PP. 
Jan 10 Drew Monkman's feeders were visited by about forty Pine Siskins, one Common Redpoll, and two dozen American 

Goldfinches. A flock of forty Cedar Waxwings and a Rough-legged Hawk were found along Cemetery Rd near 
Lakehurst, by Michael Butler.  The Red-bellied Woodpecker still comes to his feeder at Mt Julian. 
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Jan 11 Scott McKinlay also reports a lot of Pine Siskins and American Goldfinches coming to his feeder in Cavan. Rob 
Welsh came across a deer kill at Boschink Narrows on Stony Lake today with lots of wolves/coyotes around and Bald 
Eagles. 

Jan 12 Ken Rumble reports a Northern Shrike at Little Lake Cemetery. 
Jan 13 According to Karin Mundinger (see Jan. 5), who was talking to the head cougar biologist, Rick Rosatte, of the MNR, 

there was a Cougar sighting today east of Peterborough. There were deer nearby. 
Jan 14 Sue Prentice watched about a dozen White-winged Crossbills feeding on the Spruce in her backyard. A Great Gray 

Owl was sighted by Dave Woodfine on the Nordic Ski Trail south of Apsley. A Rough-legged Hawk was seen by 
Jerry Ball near Bailieboro. Claire Van Loon has had a male Red-bellied Woodpecker at her feeder in Millbrook for 
the last month.  

Jan 15 Bob and Eva McFaul report another Red-bellied Woodpecker coming to their bird feeder this winter. They live on 
the Otonabee River below Lock 19, near Whitfield Landing. 

Jan 17 An adult Bald Eagle was seen by Trish Beales feeding on a dead Canada Goose on the ice below Lock 19 (south of 
Landsdowne Rd). Scott McKinlays feeders was visited by a single Common Redpoll , and he also had forty-four 
Cedar Waxwings in his yard. 

Jan 19 Michael Butler reports that the Red-bellied Woodpecker is still coming to his feeder at Mt Julian. 
Jan 21 The Northern Hawk Owl was seen again at Flynn's Corners, and he also saw eight Pine Grosbeaks beside the bridge 

in Buckhorn. 
Jan 23 From Little Lake Cemetery Jerry Ball saw a Merlin and a Cooper's Hawk. 
Jan 24 Jerry Ball found a Red-bellied Woodpecker on Stockdale Rd (off Hwy 7 south of Fowlers Corners). 
Jan 25 A Great Gray Owl was seen by Karen Soltan in the fields at the west end of the 6th Line of Smith. It had been 

present for about a week. At a feeder on Cty Rd 46 Jerry Ball found a Hoary Redpoll. Drew Monkman saw an adult 
Bald Eagle today, flying north along the Otonabee just south of Lakefield.  While on the road south of Warsaw, about 
100 metres south of the reindeer farm, David Beaucage Johnson sighted a Great Gray Owl. 

Jan 26 David Swales found ten Bohemian Waxwings at the west end of the 6th Line of Smith.  David Beaucage Johnson 
reports six Common Redpolls and some American Goldfinches were at his feeder in the front yard  at Curve Lake.  

Jan 27 Drew Monkman saw a Merlin this morning fly across Marina Blvd near Water Street. There has been at least one bird 
in this area for several years now. 

Jan 28 In conversation today with Tim Dyson, Drew Monkman learned that a Bobcat was trapped in December north of 
Havelock near Devil's 4 Mile Road and Oak Lake. The trapper's name is Guy Kennedy. Pictures were taken of the 
animal. Although drew has heard of sight records of this species in the County, this is the first time he's ever heard of 
a Bobcat actually being trapped here. 

Jan 29 Tony Bigg watched a Pileated Woodpecker hanging from a thin branch of a Mountain Ash eating the berries. 
Jan 30 In Little Lake by the cemetery, Tony Bigg saw a very early Ring-necked Duck swimming with a dozen Common 

Goldeneyes. Ken Rumble saw an adult Bald Eagle flying over Little Lake Cemetery. Today at 2:00 p.m. Paige 
Young observed a Snowy Owl in Millbrook. It was sitting on a telephone pole.  

Jan 31 David Swales Jr. reports a Great Gray Owl on his property on the west side of Cty Rd 38, south of Cty Rd 8. Ken 
rumble had lots of Pine Siskins in the trees around his feeder in Cavan. 

Feb 01 Ten Pine Grosbeaks and a few Common Redpolls joined the Pine Siskins at Ken Rumble's feeder in Cavan. While 
skiing up Jackson's Creek Ben Taylor observed a Winter Wren fly out from under an ice shelf and sit in a bush two 
metres from him. 

Feb 02 Heather Watson observed a Great Gray Owl on the road between Bridgenorth and Lakefield. 
Feb 06 David Swales Sr. re-found the Great Gray Owl on his son's property on Cty Rd 38 south of Cty Rd 8. He also saw 

eight Snow Buntings. 
Feb 07 From his deck in Cavan Scott McKinlay watched a Red-shouldered Hawk sitting in a tree for half an hour before 

some American Crows chased it away. A Redhead was seen by Tony Bigg in Little Lake with a dozen Common 
Goldeneyes. 

Feb 08 The Redhead in Little Lake was also seen by Jerry Ball. 
Feb 09 Drew Monkman heard hjis first Northern Cardinals of the year singing at 8:30 a.m. He was standing in the parking 

lot of Edmison Heights Public School on Marina Blvd. There were at least two birds singing. 
Feb 12 Again in Little Lake Jerry Ball had a Ring-necked Duck and a Long-tailed Duck with Common Goldeneyes and 

Common Mergansers. 
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Feb 14 A Bufflehead has joined the ducks in Little Lake as reported by Jerry Ball. He also found two Evening Grosbeaks on 
Northeys Bay Rd near Hwy 28. 

Feb 15 John Bottomley reports that he has two first-winter White-throated Sparrows at his feeder on Charlotte St in 
Peterborough. They have been there since early December. 

Some of the notable sightings that took place this winter. 
Clockwise from bottom:  
(1) Brown Thrasher, Gannons Narrows, Feb 6, 2009.   
(2) Trumpter Swan, Little Lake, Dec 17, 2008.   
(3) Varied Thrush, Burleigh Falls, Dec 11, 2008.   
(4) Yellow-headed Blackbird, Bridgenorth, Dec 29, 2008.  
(5)  River Otter, Lakefield, Dec 12, 2008.   
All photographs by Tony Bigg. 

Want to see the great pictures printed in 
this Orchid in colour? Sign up to receive 
your Orchid via e-mail and we’ll send you a 
PDF of the newsletter instead of a paper copy. 
 Just send Don an e-mail 
(donem.pettypiece@sympatico.ca) to sign up 
for your copy of an electronic Orchid!  
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